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METAIR SECURES KEY CONTRACTS TO SUPPORT FORD’S INVESTMENT 
INTO THE SOUTH AFRICAN AUTOMOTIVE SECTOR 

 
Investments to create over 3300 new jobs and support the sector’s long-term growth 

ambitions 
 

• R900 million capital investments; including major investments in greenfield facilities 

• Over 3300 new employment opportunities generated 

• Ford new model launches to service the export and local markets 

• Metair to secure between R25 billion and R28 billion of turnover from mid-2022 onwards 

 

 
5 June 2020 – Metair, a leading international manufacturer, distributor and retailer of energy storage 
solutions and automotive components, is pleased to announce that it has secured multiple contracts to 
support Ford Motor Company of Southern Africa (“Ford”) ahead of new vehicle launches aimed at the 
local and exports markets. This forms part of Ford’s comprehensive investment and production 
expansion programme to meet the demands of a growing export-driven business in South Africa. 
 
Theo Loock, Metair’s Chief Executive Officer, commented: “We are delighted to expand our 
relationship with Ford and look forward to working with them through their new model launches 
and beyond as they drive their expansion programme in the long-term. The investment approved 
by Metair’s board to support Ford is the Group’s largest to date for a single customer and we 
anticipate that over 3300 jobs will be created, with the largest portion in northern KwaZulu 
Natal.” 
 
Total funding requirements are estimated at around R1.3 billion for Metair with the total capital 
investment in property, plant and equipment for Metair estimated at over R900 million. This commitment 
will include the construction of a new manufacturing facility in Stanger, northern KwaZulu Natal. A new 
logistics facility will also be established in Silverton, Gauteng, where Ford’s manufacturing plant is 
located. All investments are expected to deliver returns in line with Metair’s targets over the life of the 
contracts and the Company will continuously review its financial commitments in line with the operating 
environment to ensure adequate capital management and liquidity throughout. 
 
Renai Moothilal, Executive Director at The National Association of Automotive Component & Allied 
Manufacturers (NAACAM), commented: “The outlook for the South African automotive industry 
remains positive with OEMs and component manufacturers investing significant capital to 
expand their facilities for model changes and additional models. This major commitment by both 
Ford and Metair towards the South African automotive manufacturing sector is a welcome 
development which is totally aligned with SA Automotive Masterplan 2035, and its emphasis on 
increased localisation and market growth whilst participating in this global industry.” 
 
In addition to Metair’s Hesto Harnesses, who will be the largest beneficiary supplying a wide range of 
wire harnesses, a number of other subsidiaries will support Ford, including Unitrade, Automould and 
Lumotech, with a variety of wires, plastic and chrome plated parts, as well as headlights and taillights.  
 
In welcoming the news, Minister of Trade, Industry and Competition, Ebrahim Patel added: “This 
investment comes at an important time given the impact of COVID-19 on the South African 
economy. This material commitment by both Ford and Metair is reflective of the long-term 
confidence in South Africa as a key destination in the global automotive value chain. Metair is a 
great example of a local company that has made huge strides in the international automotive 
sector and we will continue to support industries that drive technology and skills transfer but 
also create employment opportunities over the long term.” 
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In response to the disruptions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic across the automotive industry, 
Metair developed a Vision 2022, which will shape its designed recovery by leveraging OEMs’ new model 
launches as well as planned stimulus measures from various governments and industry associations 
globally. Securing Ford as a major customer is a critical step in ensuring the long-term growth and 
sustainability of the Automotive Components business.   
 
“Metair’s Automotive Components Vertical is entering an important investment phase to 
support the OEMs that will drive our future growth and support South Africa. The anticipated 
supply of the full spectrum of components to a range of new customers, including Ford, will see 
Metair securing between R25 billion and R28 billion of turnover over the model life from mid-
2022, depending on the final project volumes and launch dates. We believe that the investments 
we are making now will strengthen Metair’s position as the shift towards localisation accelerates 
in light of the inevitable structural global trade disruptions resulting from COVID-19,” concluded 
Loock. 
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NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
About Metair: 
 
Metair Investments Ltd (Metair) is a publicly owned company listed on the Johannesburg Stock Exchange. The 
group is headquartered in Johannesburg and manages an international portfolio of companies that manufacture, 
distribute and retail products for its energy storage and automotive component verticals, exporting to approximately 
46 countries. 
 
The group’s operations manufacture, assemble, distribute and retail energy storage products and automotive 
components in Africa, Europe, Turkey, the Middle East and Russia. 
 
Metair’s turnover for the 2019 financial year was R11.2 billion with the group’s workforce, including contractors, 
standing at 9 287 of which 78% are involved in the South African operations and 22% abroad. 
 
Energy Storage 
The energy storage segment manufactures batteries for automotive, telecoms, utility, mining, retail and 
materials/products handling sectors. Automotive batteries are mainly supplied to the aftermarket through Metair’s 
unique aftermarket distribution channels and franchised retail networks and are supplied to automotive original 
equipment manufacturers (OEMs). 
 
Aftermarket products are also exported to approximately 46 destinations across Africa, Europe, the Middle East, 
Russia and Turkey. Non-automotive products are mainly sold into sub-Saharan Africa and Turkey. 
 
Metair supplies batteries to all major OEMs in South Africa, Europe, Romania, Turkey and Russia through 
subsidiaries in Romania (Rombat), Turkey (Mutlu Akü) and South Africa (FNB). Key territories include Romania, 
Russia, South Africa, Turkey and Slovakia. 
 
Automotive Components 
Automotive components include original equipment (OE) components used in the assembly of new vehicles by 
OEMs as well as spare parts and other products used in the automotive aftermarket. These include brake pads, 
shock absorbers, lights, radiators and air conditioners. The group also produces generic aftermarket products for 
use in the increasing number of imported vehicles. 
  
For more information on Metair and the group’s subsidiaries please visit the website at: www.metair.co.za 

http://www.metair.co.za/

